
May be reproduced for classroom use. © 2014 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the TCRWP from Units of Study in Argument, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grades 6–8 (firsthand: Portsmouth, NH).

Sophisticated Techniques for Framing and Adapting Quotes

Set up the source, tell a little bit of background that angles it, quote 
important lines or phrases.

Example:

According to Guy Martin, a journalist for The New Yorker, high-
school kids playing Killer will travel extensively for the game, and 
he suggests that this travel shows initiative. For example, Martin 
reveals that “Protell took a car to Newark airport.” Earlier in the 
article, Martin noted that “Protell, a freshman, distinguished 
himself” (2009, 27).

Use brackets to show inserted words, and ellipses to show deletions.

Example:

While Martin seems to suggest that kids who play games like Killer 
are distinguished by their ingenuity, it’s also possible that they are 
distinguished by their naïveté. Protell, for example, “a freshman 
[who] distinguished himself by ferreting out the itinerary of a field 
trip that two targets were taking to Tel Aviv,” followed these targets 
to Newark airport, where he “found the victims . . . and dispatched 
them.” Playing at killing games in a high-security airport, in a ter-
minal serving the Middle East, seems naïve (2009, 28).

Use specific verbs to describe the implicitness or explicitness of your 
evidence.

Examples:

suggests	 indicates	 states	 reveals	 portrays

illustrates	 demonstrates	 makes clear	 argues	 proves
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