MENTOR TEXT EXCERPTS

Excerpt from The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game

by Michael Lewis
Back story

From the snap of the ball to the snap of the first bone is closer to four seconds than
to five. One Mississippi: The quarterback of the Washington Redskins, Joe Theismann,
turns and hands the ball to running back John Riggins. He watches Riggins run two
steps forward, turn, and flip the ball back to him. It’s what most people know as a
“flea-flicker,” but the Redskins call it a “throw back special." Two Mississippi: Theismann
searches for a receiver but instead sees Harry Carson coming straight at him. It’s a
running down—the start of the second quarter, first and 10 at midfield, with the score
tied 7-7—and the New York Giants' linebacker has been so completely suckered by the
fake that he’s deep in the Redskins’ backfield. Carson thinks he’s come to tackle Riggins
but Riggins is long gone, so Carson just keeps running, toward Theismann. Three
Mississippi: Carson now sees that Theismann has the ball. Theismann notices Carson
coming straight at him, and so he has time to avoid him. He steps up and to the side
and Carson flies right on by and out of the play. The play is now 3.5 seconds old. Until
this moment it has been defined by what the quarterback can see. Now it—and he—is
at the mercy of what he can't see.

You don't think of fear as a factor in professional football. You assume that the sort
of people who make it to the NFL are immune to the emotion. Perhaps they don't
mind being hit, or maybe they just don’t get scared; but the idea of pro football players
sweating and shaking and staring at the ceiling at night worrying about the next day’s
violence seems preposterous. The head coach of the Giants, Bill Parcells, didn’t think it
preposterous, however. Parcells, whose passion is the football defense, believed that
fear played a big role in the game. So did his players. They'd witnessed up close the
response of opposing players to their own Lawrence Taylor.
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Excerpt from “Angels and Demons” 2

by Thomas French

Sunset

One year had gone by since the murders, and then another, and now the
investigators were deep into a third. They were working day and night, working
weekends, putting off vacations, losing weight, gaining weight, growing pale and
pasty and haggard, waking at 3 a.m. with a jolt and scratching notes on pads beside
their beds. Their sergeant did not know if they would ever find the answer. As far as he
was concerned, the case was not even in their hands.

Ultimately, he believed, it was up to God whether they made an arrest.

A born-again Christian, the sergeant carried a Bible in his briefcase. He had no
doubt that both heaven and hell were real. He saw good and evil not as theoretical or
philosophical concepts, but as absolute realities walking upright through the world.
He believed in the forces of light and darkness. He believed in demonic possession. He
took it as a matter of fact that Satan and his cohorts currently reigned over the Earth.

“I believe there are demons all around us,” he would say, “just as | believe there are
angels all around us.’

And when he looked at the evidence from the case before them now, studied
the photos of the bodies and the ropes and the concrete blocks, the sergeant had no
doubt that he and the other investigators were pursuing someone driven by Satanic
forces.

Of course demons were real. They were hunting one now.
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Excerpt from Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon 3

by Steve Sheinkin
Prologue: May 22, 1950

He had a few more minutes to destroy seventeen years of evidence.

Still in pajamas, Harry Gold raced around his cluttered bedroom, pulling out desk
drawers, tossing boxes out of the closet, and yanking books from the shelves. He was
horrified. Everywhere he looked were incriminating papers—a plane ticket stub, a
secret report, a letter from a fellow spy.

Gold ripped the papers to shreds, carried two fistfuls to the bathroom, shoved
them into the toilet, and flushed. Then he ran back to his bedroom, grabbed the rest of
the pile, and stumbled on the slippers down the stairs to the cellar, where he pushed
the stuff to the bottom of an overflowing garbage can.

The doorbell rang.
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