Grade 4, Unit Of Study 4

The Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

Session 19 Homework

Being Wide-Awake Readers of
Our Own Writing

At the beginning of this unit I told you that to write literary essays you needed to be a wide-awake reader, paying attention to little details that others might pass by, and then you wrote to grow ideas about those details. Well tonight, for your final work time on your essay, I want to give you one more tip. For you to write beautiful, compelling essays, you have to be a wide-awake reader of your own writing, looking closely at the little details that you may have passed by that distract from your essay. So tonight, reread your essay over and over looking for those distracting details, whether it be a misplaced comma, confusing pronouns, or run-on sentences. I know you have writing work in mind for tonight based on the last few days, but before you begin on your list, step back and reread your essay as a wide-awake reader. Find those places that need fixing. You will need some tools, so make sure you gather those up and put them in your folder. In particular, you’ll need your editing checklist and perhaps the chart we made earlier today on comma usage, which I typed up and have copies of for you to take with you. Remember, I told you earlier in the year that deadlines can be “lifelines” because they have a way of making a person spring to life. Good luck!
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