Grade 4, Unit Of Study 4

The Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

SESSION 9 HOMEWORK

Finding Elusive Meaning in Texts
For homework tonight, look back at the text you’re studying, and this time pay attention to a part of the text where nothing much happens. Ask yourself, “Why is this section of the text here?” Don’t settle for “Who knows?” as the answer. There must be a reason—so speculate. Ask, “Could it be . . . ” and then say, “On the other hand . . . ” Entertain the question! See if you find any larger patterns that this part might connect to.

As you do this, you may find that you come up with several central ideas. Good readers generate lots and lots of ideas about a text’s larger meaning.
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