Grade 4, Unit Of Study 4

The Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

SESSION 8 HOMEWORK

Revising for Strength and Clarity

Tonight you have an opportunity to revise the draft that you assembled in school today. Revise it first for power. You are writing an essay that aims to be persuasive. You’ll be most convincing if every portion of your essay is fresh, new, and compelling. So read over the bits of evidence you’ve collected, and decide whether some sections of it seem redundant or unnecessary. Do what any skilled writer would do—and cross those out. Then look at the evidence that is compelling and convincing enough to remain in your essay, and think, ‘How can I make this even stronger? Even more convincing?’ Finally, double-check your draft for clarity. Ask someone from home to listen, and read your draft aloud. Notice where you stumble as you read or when your words no longer feel like they are reaching your listener. Revise these places, aiming to be precise, clear, and convincing!
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