Grade 4, Unit Of Study 4

The Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

SESSION 7 HOMEWORK

Saying Essays Aloud

Singers warm up by singing some scales. And writers warm up by talking in the voice, the persona, they want to assume. Sometimes before I write a minilesson or a letter to your parents, I practice by saying the words aloud to myself. When you wrote personal narratives, you practiced by storytelling to each other, and now that you will be writing a literary essay, you need to practice by using your professor voice.

Tonight, write your thesis and your first topic sentence. Then use your professor voice to fast-write a little lecture on that topic. Do the same for your second topic sentence. As you do this, pretend you are actually giving a little course on your topics. Bring your papers to school. They will be first drafts of your essay!

from Units of Study © 2013 by L. Calkins (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).

