Grade 4, Unit Of Study 4

The Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

SESSION 3 HOMEWORK

Bring More of the Text
to Reading Response

When you write about texts, you often reread all the notes you’ve written and box a line or a passage that feels to you to have potential. Then you copy that onto the top of a fresh sheet of paper and assign yourself the job of expanding your first idea, using prompts or any other strategies you know. Tonight, select an idea that is worth expanding as the focus of your work for the next few days. Try to stay with that idea for a little while—write lots and lots about it. Reread the text and find more sections that connect with your idea, then write about them. Give examples of your idea. Use prompts to nudge yourself to say more. Then, like you did in our share today, ask yourself, “What part of the story doesn’t fit with this idea?” You may find that all of this leads you to revise your original idea, and that’d be incredibly exciting.
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