Grade 4, Unit Of Study 3

Bringing History to Life

SESSION 13 HOMEWORK

Deadlines Can Be Lifelines, Making Writers Spring into Action

Many writers refer to deadlines as “lifelines” because they have a way of making a person spring to life. You need to be finished with the main chapters of your book within four days—so take that deadline as a lifeline. Tonight, I recommend you ask someone in your family to talk with you about a subtopic related to your report—perhaps a subtopic you’d planned to write, perhaps a new subtopic that you’ve been learning about. Plan to teach that person about your subject, and then to get into a conversation about your ideas (and your listener’s ideas) related to that subject. As you talk, keep an eye on what interests that other person.

Then sit down and do what every writer does. Face the blank page. Write up a storm. You should be able to write two full pages in half an hour, writing fast and furious.
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