Grade 4, Unit Of Study 3

Bringing History to Life

SESSION 12 HOMEWORK

Writing an Introduction
that Hooks Readers

Today, we talked about how the job of the introduction is to give the readers an overview of what is to come. But really, that is only part of it. Besides giving an overview of the chapter, you also need to hook your reader. For tonight, what I’d like you to do is take a look at whatever source material you have been reading and see if that writer uses their introduction to hook the reader—not every writer does, of course, but good writers almost always do. After you look through your source material, go back to your own writing from today, and see if you wrote your introduction in a way that will hook your readers. If not, you will want to make some revisions. I’m handing each of you a copy of a chart with possible ways to write an introduction that will draw your readers in.

You will also need time to write (or revise) your conclusion in the ways we talked about. You’ll see that our chart from earlier is on this handout, too.

Ways to Begin a Chapter in an Informational Book

· Asking and answering a question

· With a shocking fact

· With a small story (someone doing or saying something)

· With a connection to an earlier chapter

Ways to Conclude a Chapter in an Informational Book

· With a connection to the beginning of the chapter

· With a sneak peek at what the next chapter (or next event in history) might be

· Explaining why this matters today

· Leaving readers with something to think about (perhaps by asking a big question)

from Units of Study © 2013 by L. Calkins (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).

