Grade 4, Unit Of Study 3

Bringing History to Life

SESSION 10 HOMEWORK

Teaching Others to
Prepare for Writing

Tomorrow, you’ll be starting to write a few of your chapters, so tonight you will need to get ready for doing that by teaching some people in your family about your topic. Before you do this, remember that teachers don’t just teach anything that comes to mind, we take some time to plan our teaching first—and you should as well. Decide what chapters you are going to write first—and then plan to teach those chapters. As you plan, ask yourself the questions you learned about earlier.

Questions Teachers Ask When Planning to Teach

· What do I want my audience to learn?

· What will interest people?

· What might confuse them, that I can clarify?

· What will I teach that they can care about?

I have copies of this chart that you can bring home with you.

I want to add one more item to that list of things to think about. You should also remember that your goal is not just to tell the person all about this topic, it is also to make the person care about the topic. As you teach about the subject, watch your listener’s face to get signs when he or she is going, “Huh?” For example, if you say, “When the British announced the Intolerable Acts . . .” you would probably see your listener’s face go, “Huh?” So then say, “Let me give you some background . . .” Or “In case that’s confusing, let me explain. . . .” You want to be a better, clearer teacher than the books you read.
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