Grade 4, Unit Of Study 3

Bringing History to Life

SESSION 7 HOMEWORK

Finishing Up and Brainstorming Possible Topics for New Research Projects
Writers, I don’t need to tell you what the homework for tonight is because you already have in your minds what you need to do to finish your information writing, don’t you? Tell the person next to you what writing work you have before you, and what you still need to finish drafting, revising, or editing. Tell that person also what part of that work you think you can accomplish tonight. That will be your homework, of course! And there’s one more thing too . . .

Writers, at the start of this unit, when I asked you to choose a topic to research, I had the feeling that some of you hadn’t yet gotten yourself all that interested in a particular topic, and so you sort of went “eeny-meeny-miney-moe” to make your topic choice. You are probably thinking, “I wish that now was the time for topic choice, not earlier, because now I know a lot of interesting topics.” Well, the good news is that you’ll actually begin another, bigger research project in a few days, and you’ll have another chance to choose a topic. Some of you may decide to continue studying the topic you’ve been pursuing all along—many famous history writers mine one subject for a lifetime, so that makes a lot of sense. Others will choose a topic that’s new for you, but that might be a topic that a friend has been researching. Tonight, list three topics that you might be interested in. 

As you do this, ask:

1. Is this a topic you are interested in, and expect you could get others to be interested in?

2. Is this a topic on which you can access information?

3. Is this topic focused?
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