Grade 4, Unit Of Study 3

Bringing History to Life

SESSION 2 HOMEWORK

Writing Your Informational Book, 
Bird by Bird
There is a famous book about writing called Bird by Bird. The author, Anne Lamott, got the title for that book from a time when her brother was about your age and was working on a research project about birds, which felt huge to him—a bit like this project probably feels to you. Anne described her brother as “immobilized by the hugeness of the task ahead.” Then Anne’s father sat down beside her brother, put an arm on his shoulder, and said, “Just take it bird by bird.”
I can imagine that the notion of writing a chapter on the Revolutionary War probably makes you feel paralyzed. So I have some advice for you: “Just take it bird by bird.”

Write one subhead. Then write that section, remembering as you do, all that you know about how to write well. Then write another subhead. Then write that section. Just write section by section, bird by bird, person by person, line by line. Tonight, write at least one subhead. Then do your best to write as much as you can in the section that follows.
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